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who loses in the business world. The
free market should decide.

General Motors and Chrysler should
not receive any taxpayer money and
should restructure under bankruptcy
like other failed businesses do. But the
socialization of the American economy
continues.

By the way, Madam Speaker, if you
like the way the Federal Government
runs other government businesses like
the post office, Fannie Mae, Freddie
Mac, FEMA and the IRS, you will love
the new federalized auto industry.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY RESTS
WITH THE MAJORITY

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I ap-
plaud the President of the TUnited
States for making his priorities health
care, education, and energy, and put-
ting them right in his budget.

I listened to my friends on the other
side of the aisle, and I think that they
are in no position to lecture us about
fiscal responsibility given the fact that
this President inherited trillions of
dollars of debt. In the last 8 years we
were going way beyond our means in
our budget. We were spending and
spending. So give me a break about fis-
cal responsibility.

I think the fiscal responsibility rests
with the majority here and the Presi-
dent, who is trying to do something,
trying to make his needs the American
people’s needs and making his budget
shape the American people’s budget.

So I want to applaud the President
and our majority because we want to
help with education, we want to help
with health care, and we want to make
America energy independent. That is
what we are doing. I'm glad we are not
the Party of No. I'm glad we are the
Party of Yes and the future.

———

HONORING THE WHITEFIELD
ACADEMY BOYS BASKETBALL
TEAM ON WINNING THE GHSA
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, with the NCAA Basketball
Tournament now down to the Final
Four, I want to recognize a very tal-
ented group of high school student ath-
letes from Smyrna, Georgia, near my
home in Cobb County. In this year’s
Georgia High School Association State
final, the Whitefield Academy Boys
Basketball team, or the Wolf Pack,
upset number one ranked Turner Coun-
ty 69-63 to claim the class A State
title.

The game was all tied up at the half,
but Whitefield opened the second half
with a 16-2 run, and they never looked
back. Madam Speaker, in the end it
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was discipline and determination that
allowed Coach Tyrone Johnson and the
Whitefield Academy Wolf Pack to hand
Turner County their very first loss of
2009 and claim the school’s second class
A boys’ State Championship.

Madam Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating
Whitefield Academy on their State
championship as well as all of the hard
work that got them there.

———

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO HIT
POLICY COMMITTEE

Pursuant to section 13101 of the
HITECH Act (P.L. 111-5), and the order
of the House of January 6, 2009, the
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following member to
the HIT Policy Committee for a term
of 3 years:

Mr. Paul Egerman, Weston, Massa-
chusetts

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

THE PRESIDENT IS RIGHT TO EM-
PHASIZE ECONOMIC AID IN AF-
GHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker,
President Obama announced his strat-
egy for Afghanistan and Pakistan on
Friday. I personally am encouraged by
much of what he had to say, but I re-
main concerned by other parts of his
approach to the problems in that re-
gion.

The President said that ‘‘a campaign
against extremism will not succeed
with bullets and bombs alone’ and that
a big change from the last administra-
tion’s approach is absolutely nec-
essary. And I will tell you it is a very
welcome change. President Obama
called for a package of assistance that
will help Pakistan to build schools,
roads and hospitals. He also called for
a ‘‘civilian surge’ in Afghanistan. He
wants to send agricultural specialists,
educators and engineers to help de-
velop the Afghan economy.

The President said that ‘‘these for-
eign assistance programs relieve the
burden on our troops. It is better to
help a farmer seed a crop than it is to
send our troops to fight tour after tour
with no transition to Afghan responsi-
bility.”

Madam Speaker, I wholeheartedly
support these economic assistance ef-
forts. I have said for a long time that
the best way to fight terrorism is to
give people real hope for a better fu-
ture so that they don’t become terror-
ists in the first place.
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I'm also heartened by the President’s
clarification of the roles of NATO, the
U.N. and other international partners.
He is asking them to help with the ci-
vilian effort, and he’s asking the
United Nations to bring all the nations
of the region together, including Iran,
to help stabilize the region.

I recently joined my colleagues, Con-
gresswoman Barbara Lee and Congress-
woman MAXINE WATERS, in sending a
letter to the President asking him for
such clarification because I remain
concerned about other parts of the ad-
ministration’s approach, including the
decision to send 17,000 more combat
troops to Afghanistan.

Madam Speaker, history makes it
clear that the Afghan people do not
look kindly on foreign armies. The
press is already reporting that the de-
cision to send more troops is encour-
aging Taliban leaders in Afghanistan
and Pakistan to unite to fight us.

I'm also concerned about the cost of
sending more troops, the cost in both
lives and treasure. It will require a 60
percent increase in military spending
at a time when our economy right here
at home is suffering so badly.

That’s why, Madam Speaker, now is
the time to take a deep breath. Now is
the time to pause to consider whether
there are other alternatives to sending
our troops to Afghanistan. To help
with this, the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus has put together a series of
forums on Afghanistan and Pakistan.
The purpose of these forums is to en-
gage Members of the House in discus-
sions about our policy options. The fo-
rums feature leading experts on Cen-
tral Asia. In fact, the first forum was
last week, and it examined the history
and cultures of the Afghan people.

The upcoming forums will examine
American strategic interests in Af-
ghanistan and the northwest border of
Pakistan, the role and goals of our
military in that region, the problems
that a comprehensive strategy of Af-
ghanistan should address, our policies
toward Afghanistan in the context of
Pakistan, and the development of an
international diplomatic strategy for
the region.

I invite all Members of the House to
attend these forums. They are non-
partisan. They’re nonideological, and
they offer different perspectives and
different ideas, because now is the time
to explore our choices in Central Asia
and to work with the administration to
develop the most effective policies.
That is what the American people ex-
pect us to do, and that is what we must
do in the days ahead.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R.
1388, SERVE AMERICA ACT

Mr. POLIS, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 111-67) on the resolution (H.
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